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•sW-tKCT: ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING 



By wav of background, on 4/27/70 Assistant Attorney General 
IV i! ! mm Rucke! shuns, . Civil. Division, Department of Justice, advised Wife 
Director that Harold Weisberg, the* author of tl.e books "Whitewash I" -and 
’’Wide wash JV has filed a civil action againsl the Department of Justice and 
I Department of Slide demanding copies of all the papers which were employed 
.i/> the extra-. Id ion in the James Ear) Kay malu.r. These Joi s v.efe used 
i ' ' ' cr.fi aoikion. pi ocecdmgs against James ’far! .1 fay m England and were 

! thereafter returned to the State Department and were transferred to the 
.Department of Justice. Included in the documents were a considerable .number 
•of affidavits of FBI Agents, affidavits covering fingerprints, baRi sties!/,'. 

. c-cmnnntions, etc. Ruok.elsha.us asked h the release of these documents to 
Weisberg would in any way prejudice the work of the- FBI. It is notediHaV 








A 






: Weisberg is an author who has been extremely critical of the FBI, .the .'Secret 
Service and other police agencies.in books which he has written a bout 'the’ ' /■$? 

, of President iu^miedy M 

. • • i Ue... " 

By memorandum of. April 30th the Director advised RuckolSHaus . 

J thut Uv - determination as to the release of the pertinent documents is within 4-AV- 

M:he province of the T>#krfm«rw Justice and the FBI interposes no obj‘4cti on J ' 

; R wa.a suggested, however, that the Civil .Division communicate wit$;^|Civft: 

.Rights Division of the Department, on this .matter since Federal praiS$^$^'r,5 
jdt'-ii outstanding against Ray charging a. violation of a Federal CivU'T' 1 "'' 11 " fi;v 
jSta.tu.te, ...■••••;:. . ' 1. 4 

A -SR ' .A- 

• The Bureau is in possession of a copy of a letter dated.Mayff' 

from Jcrris Leonard, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Divizi '* 

: keishaus stating that any release of any information in the files ' 

. lie investigation regarding James ,®a,rJ..Ray wound be.'lnimicabXo j” 
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JvWooranduuu to Mr. Do Loach 
Pc: As^aB^ination of Dr* JMiriin Luther Kk\% 
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yX, 

.5 $ . "On C/24/70 Bill King in the Information Office, Depart#/ 

Justice, advisee that the Department subsequently ctecide&hat it wot,, 

X possible for the Government to successfully defend the civil .actioh; 

/' We* she .re against the Department for the release of the docti merits bii 
ilAeco.rdfn.glv, copies of these documents were furnished to IV e isbe/jg/y/ 

I advised that in view of. the fact that .the Department 
' ]to Woisberg the Department did not wish Weisberg to;pw.kc a pr^t’jfc^^Kls 
^possession of the documents and, accordingly, has d&6lde.d’,to 
| copies available to the press and others who might desire them. 

/•hat the documents to bo .released consist of approximately 200 page copies, 1 , 
•;••: a of affidavits, autopsy reports, affidavits with regard to fingerprint 

‘and ballistics tests, and copies of other -documents Which .serve to lbdf.'S’P-y 
V. V> with the assassination of Martin Luther King. At Bishop’s request 

unished the attached set of die documents being released. King stot^t/^atl.they 
j’documcnts wlU be released to the press at 3 p.m. oa.^/2.V7.0li ’ ~ n ' ' ' 



• : The General. Investigative Division lias 

|f above information. 
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is be^Aibratly ;,;adyS&e;Xpf 



KECOMMDNDATIOK 



None. For information. 
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